
Medway’s climate info-shop
One year on from the climate camp 
at Kingsnorth, some people inspired 
by the event have set up shop on 
Gillingham High Street, recognising 
that what happens in Medway over the 
next year will effect futures all over 
the world.  The shop is intended as a 
community resource to support local 
people in building a fair and green future. 

The Kingsnorth Issue
Kingsnorth represents one of the most 
significant decisions at the heart of 
the most crucial issue ever. Building 
a new coal-fired power station would 
have major ramifications not only in 
terms of local employment and health 
but also open the floodgates to a whole 
new generation of coal power. There is 
simply no hope of avoiding runaway 
global warming if we don’t move on 
from coal and the rest of the world are 
less likely to give up coal if we won’t.
 See http://nonewcoal.org.uk/

A Rising Tide of Resistance
In 2006 the Camp For Climate Action 
formed with the aim of kick-starting 
a social movement to tackle climate 
change. First it targeted Drax, the 
largest single source of CO2 in the 
UK, and the following year airport 
expansion became the focus. Last 
year the spotlight turned on plans to 
build a new coal-fired power station at 
Kingsnorth. Throughout 2009, efforts 
concentrated on making the connection 
between the failed economic system 
and the climate crises.

To solve climate change we’re going 
to have to get together and make a real 
noise. CO2 levels are rising 20,000 
times faster than at any point in life’s 
astonishing billion year history and 
coal is the biggest source of emissions. 
If we burn all the coal in the ground 
we’re toast. No butter, no jam, just toast. 

That’s why on the 17th & 18th October 
a coalition of groups will attempt to 
take over one of the UK’s biggest coal 
fired power stations, Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
in Nottinghamshire. Co-incidently 
perhaps, that power station is owned 
by German energy giant Eon, the same 
company behind Kingsnorth.
 See http://www.thegreatclimateswoop.org

 

 

Communities of Resistance
It’s not just the Camp for Climate 
Action working to stop new coal and 
avert runaway global warming, other 
grassroots groups, NGOs, scientists, 
and local communities are all united 
in resistance. All around the world, 
ordinary people are fighting back and 
last week some of those struggles 
were bought together to exchange 
experiences and ideas at Sipson, 
the village set for demolition if the 
Heathrow expansion goes ahead. 
Amoung the struggles represented 
were workers from the Vestas wind 
factory where 600 lost their jobs as the 
company ended manufacturing in the 
UK due to lack of orders!
See http://savevestas.wordpress.com

 

Tipping Point 
                                          

 Regular Monday  12-2pm
 Opening Tuesday      -
 Hours Wednesday 12-2pm
   Thursday  12-2pm
   Friday  12-2pm 
   Saturday  12-2pm
   Sunday      -
Events  
Thur 24th Sept
Free Weekly Film Night                7-9pm
Fri 25th Sept
Cycle to Kingsnorth                5-8pm 
Sat 26th Sept 
Kids Crafts Workshop  11-1pm 
Campaign Letter Writing  3-5pm
Sun 27th Sept
Bike Maintenance   11-1pm
Action Training    3-5pm
Mon 28th Sept 
6 Degrees workshop   7-9pm
Tues 29th Sept 
Recycled Card Making for adults    7pm
Wed 30th Sept
EcoParents coffee morning             9-10.30am
Tipping Point meeting  7-9pm

These events are in addition to regular opening 
hours but subject to change so please check 
website closer to date.  All events are free.

Visit our website http://tippingpoint.co.cc                             or phone 07906 461584
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Why Tipping Point?
The project has been named ‘Tipping Point’, 
highlighting the urgent need to slash CO2 
emissions before global warming passes a 
point of no return. On a more positive note, 
it’s also a reference to the moment a social 
movement becomes unstoppable – which is 
what we are trying to build towards.
What’s in store?
As well as being an info-point and  
campaigning hub, the shop is host to many 
other activities and resources. Already in 
place is a ‘swap shop’ intended to help 
people reduce waste and consumption. 
Everyone is invited to bring (clean) unwanted 
clothes, books, dvds, games etc and swap 
them for something else that they want. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Give-away_shop
 

Local Views
Exhibitions in the shop include artists’ 
depictions of future scenarios as our world 
heats up. There’s also an exhibition from 
the local World Development Movement 
group which looks specifically at the 
impacts of climate change on Kent.
The shop window currently hosts a specially 
commissioned interactive display revealing 
opinions of people from Gillingham. Locals 
were asked what they thought about climate 
change and Kingsnorth and their comments 
displayed along with drawn portraits. 

Even the Americans are at it - Thousands demand action in Washington DC



Diary Dates   ask us for full details 
28th Sept – Rage Against Labour in Brighton. 
Minibus 07947361935 Medway Trades Council.
7th Oct – 7pm at the Roffen Suite, Rochester, 
for an evening of exhibits, discussion and 
debate about Kingsnorth and coal.
17/18th Oct – The Great Climate Swoop at 
Ratcliffe-on-soar in Nottinghamshire.

Email tippingpointmedway@gmail.com              or visit http://tippingpoint.co.cc

Coal and Ill-health
Those living in the Medway area know 
that it’s an asthma hotspot with many 
people affected, especially children. 
While those standing to profit from coal 
try to insist that there are no adverse 
health impacts relating mining or burning 
it, the experiences of many  communities 
tells a different story. 
Check out http://coalhealthstudy.org

No New Coal 
In July, over one hundred people came 
together to express their anger and 
opposition to proposals to build a new 
coal-fired power station at Hunterston, 
in Scotland. Organisers have been 
overwhelmed by the level of support 
this campaign has already attracted. A 
petition currently attracting hundreds 
of signatures is just the first step in 
what will be a massive community-
run campaign. By bringing local 
people together the campaign hopes to 
get its voice heard and ensure that this 
disastrous proposal will never go ahead. 

Just like with Kingsnorth, the issues 
raised by Hunterston coal station go 
well beyond the towns local to it. It 
has huge significance for the whole of 
Scotland, indeed the whole world – in 
relation to health, the environment, 
energy policy and climate change. 

Leave it in the ground 
The coal for coal-fired power stations 
has to come from somewhere and 
most of it comes from countries like 
Venezuela and China. Wherever 
it comes from it invariably means 
trouble for local people as profit 
hungry companies ride roughshod 
over local concerns.

Communities in the Douglas Valley of 
Scotland have been blighted by open 
cast after open cast – including what 
was Europe’s largest mine. There 
are currently three mines in the area 
plus a new one opening at Mainshill. 
Residents of the village made their 
feelings known with over 650 
objections to the planning application, 
and have fought at every stage. The 
site was occupied by protesters three 
months ago and despite a hasty 
eviction order, are going strong. 
 

These open cast coal mines do not 
bring economic benefits, good jobs 
or quality of life to the area. Far 
from it, they bring health impacts 
and environmental destruction, all so 
that the UK’s most affluent sections 
of society can consume more and 
continue profiting, in this case from 
cheap power. 
http://coalactionscotland.noflag.org.uk/

Around The World
The movement against coal and 
climate change has swept around the 
world with 17 climate camps happing 
this year and hundreds of other 
protests and campaigns.
Earlier in the year saw tens of 
thousands of people protesting against 
coal in the US capital and a filthy 
coal-fired power station surrounded 
for hours despite severe adverse 
weather conditions.
http://www.capitolclimateaction.com/

In Australia this month, a massive 
community action took place at 
Hazelwood coal-fired power station 
- one of the dirtiest power stations in 
the industrialised world, emitting 17m 
tonnes of CO2 annually. It had been 
due to be decommisioned this year but 
the shortsighted government agreed 
to allow the dinosaur to continue 
polluting till 2031. Much like the 
UK’s climate camp movement, over 
500 people turned up to pull the plug 
and instead support renewable energy.
http://www.switchoffhazelwood.org

As you can see, the people of 
Medway are not alone in their 

struggles for cleaner air and a future 
on this planet for their children.

Return to Kingsnorth
Earlier in the summer, over 1,000 
people surrounded Kingsnorth holding 
hands and sent a message to the 
government that a new dirty power 
station will not be tolerated.  Since 
then there has been a so-called ‘public 
consultation’ (did you hear there was 
one?) which closed on September 
9th. The decision on Kingsnorth and 
the future of coal power in the UK 
may now be announced as early as 
Novemeber. 

Keeping the pressure up, on the 14th 
Sept, people from Medway travelled 
to London to join other campaigners 
from communities around the country 
to tell Ed Miliband that we want 
a sustainable energy policy, not a 
throwback to last century. 
http://nonewcoal.org.uk/?q=node/39

Back to Tipping Point
Kingsnorth is the frontline of the 
battle against climate change and we 
hope that the shop on the High Street 
will become a hub for local people 
wanting to get involved in this pivital 
campaign. From letter writting and 
pledges you can sign to say what 
you’ll do if the government allows 
the new Kingsnorth to be built, to 
meetings of the Kingsnorth Climate 
Action Medway (KCAM) group or 
direct action training with lock-ons 
and tripods - there are loads of events, 
workshops, skill shares, presentations, 
debates, film screenings, games and 
much more. 

Drop in for a chat and a cup of tea 
during our normal open hours or email 
tippingpointmedway@gmail.com

You could also sign up to our mailing 
list, become a facebook friend or 
follow us on twitter to stay informed 
about what’s going on with the 
project, Kingsnorth and with the wider 
campaign for climate justice.

          the tipping point crew


